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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1972. 

My  comments  on  the  state  of  the  health  of  the  District,  which 
remains  good,  are  contained  under  the  appropriate  headings  in  the 
body  cf  the  report. 

In  my  previous  annual  reports  I  have  commented  upon  the  dangers 
of  pollution  of  the  individuals*  own  microatmosphere,  namely  the  use 
of  tabacco. 

Not  only  is  this  a  practice  of  self  inflicted  injury  but  it  is 
also  an  attack  upon  those  in  the  vicinity. 

It  was  therefore  with  great  delight  to  me  that  in  August  1972 
the  Public  Health  Committee  passed  the  following  resolution: 

"that  smoking  be  not  permitted  at  meetings  of  the  Public  Health 
Committe." 

But  what  is  the  situation  to-day?  The  road  to  Hell  is  paved 
with  good  intentions.  The  vehicles,  tobacco,  over-eating  and  physical 
inactivity  carry  the  traveller  to  the  eager  growing  reception  committee 
of  cancer,  bronchitis  and  cardiovascular  disease. 

This  is  my  last  annual  report  to  you  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  to  you  as  Members  of  U>e  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  for  when 
the  next  annual  report  would  be  due  our  phoenix  will  have  disappeared 
into  ashes,  to  emerge  we  trust  as  a  mighter  being  whose  plumage  will 
been  seen  as  a  cross  breed,  where  some  Highworth  feathers  will  be  seen 
mingled  with  but  I  trust  not  swamped  by  those  of  Swindon. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  will  be  consumed  entirely  to  emerge 
in  (at  the  time  of  writing)  the  vaguely  charted  jungle  of  the 
National  Health  Service  in  the  territory  of  Community  Medicine. 

Thus  it  is  not  easy  to  prophesy  as  to  what  sort  of  creature  will 
result  from  the  metamorphosis  of  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  It 
has  been  said  that  there  will  be  very  little  difference  between 
31st  March,  1974  and  1st  April,  1974,  but  as  I  wrote  last  year  it  is 
difficult  to  forecast  in  what  precise  role  I  shall  have  the  pleasure 
of  continuing  my  association  with  you  and  the  District, 

I  would  therefore  wish  to  thank  the  Chairmen  and  members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committees  for  their  support  in  Public  Health  matters 
during  the  time  that  I  have  been  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I  wish  to  record  my  appreciation  to  Dr,  P.  Mann,  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory,  Bath,  and  to  Dr.  A.  C.  Buck,  Consultant 
Pathologist  to  the  Swindon  and  District  Hospital  Management 
Committee,  for  their  help  and  advice  over  the  past  years. 


I  have  drawn  much  upon  the  unstinting  advice  and  experience 
of  Mr.  J.  M.  Melrose,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  whom  we 
wish  well  in,  we  trust,  an  active  retirement. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Ro  V„  Brown,  the  Deputy  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  my  other 
Colleagues  for  their  ready  co-operation  and  help  given  me  during 
the  past  years  and  to  the  Health  Visitors,  members  of  the  staff 
of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  working  in  this  District 
for  their  assistance  in  environmental  problems. 

My  colleagues  Dr.  E.  Hope  Lamb,  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Cricklade  and  Wootton  Bassett  Rural  District,  Dr.  G,  Wolfenden, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Melksham  Urban  District  tnd  Bradford 
and  Melksham  Rural  District,  Dr.  F.  D„  F.  Steed,  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Marlborough  Borough,  Amesbury  Rural  District,  Pewsey 
Rural  District,  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  Rural  District,  have 
covered  this  area  for  emergencies  when  I  have  been  away  from 
the  District,  and  I  extend  my  grateful  thanks  to  them  for 
"standing  in.”  Without  their  help  it  would  have  been  difficult 
to  take  even  my  annual  leave  as  I  have  no  appointed  Deputy. 


October,  1973 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (acres)  «0 
No,  of  Parishes  0o  . «  o 

Total  No.  of  Houses  ..  0.  • 

No,  of  Council  dwellings  •  <,  * 

No.  of  applicants  for  Council  dwellings 
Estimated  population  (May  1st)  . 

Rateable  Value  ..  * 

Estimated  product  of  Penny  Rate  • 

General  rate  in  the  Pound  . .  • 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


47,81 

14 

15,870 
2,610 
871 
49 , 200 
£2,492,647 
£25,305 
85p 


In  calculating  birth  and  death  rates,  area  comparability  factors 
are  provided  by  the  Registrar  General  to  correct  differences  in  the 
age  and  sex  structure  of  the  local  population0  For  Highworth  Rural 
District,  the  comparability  factors  are;  births  -  0*855  deaths  =  lol6 

England  and 


Highworth  R.D. 

Wales 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 

15o3 

l4o8 

Illegitimate  live  births  as  percentage 
of  all  live  births  oa  « * 

4 

9 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  0®  0.  .  * 

12 

12 

Deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  live  births 

19 

17 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under  1  year 
per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  0 ® 

18 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  1  year 
per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .. 

59 

21 

Deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000  live  births 

15 

12 

Deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 

live  births  * »  ..  .0 

11 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under  1  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

23 

22 

Deaths  per  1,000  home  population 
(adjusted)  OD  00 

10.6 

12  o  1 

Although  the  live  birthrate  has  fallen  and  the  various  death 
rates  under  1  year  have  risen  since  last  year,  these  rates  should  be 
read  in  conjunction  with  the  absolute  figures  on  the  next  page  and 
it  can  be  said  that  the  Highworth  Rural  District  remains  healthy 
compared  with  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  live  births  has  varied  as  follows  since  1968;- 

1968  1969  1970  1971  1972 

47  36  42  38  34 


-  1  - 


Births  and  Infant  Deaths 


|  Live  Births 

Still  Births 

Legitimate 

M  F 

Illegitimate 

M  F 

Total 

437  413 

8  3 

19  15 

am  <s 

684 

11 

Deaths  under  1  year 

5  10 

1  1 

17 

Deaths  under  4  weeks 

00 

K"\ 

1  1 

13 

Deaths  under  1  week 

3  6 

1 

10 

There  were  17  deaths  under  1  year  of  age.  Thirteen  of  these  were 
under  four  weeks  and  were  due  to; 


Birth  Rate 


prfsumonia  .  »•  o.  1 

intestinal  obstruction 

and  hernia  e •  1 

congenital  anomalies  ..  4 

birth  injury,  difficult 

labour,  etc.  .  •  4 

other  causes  of  perinatal 

mortality  • .  .  .  3 


A-tv-e  B.i.rthr  Li/e  DA rth  Rate 


1969 

984 

19.6 

) 

1970 

931 

180  3 

)per  19C00 

1971 

907 

160O 

) population 

1972 

884 

15  0  3 

) 

It  can  be  seen  from  the  graph  on  the  following  page  that  there  has  been 
a  general  decline  in  the  birth  rate  in  this  District  since  1964. 

Death  Rate 


There  has  been  an  increase  from  last  year  -  9° 2  to  i0o6  per  1,000 
population. 


M 

F 

Total 

1970 

190 

190 

380 

1971 

169 

201 

370 

1972 

249 

198 

44? 

Comparisons  show  that  live  births  exceeded  deaths  by  437  in  this 
District  in  1972.  These  figures  do  not  accurately  reflect  the  change 
in  popluation  as  other  factors  have  to  be  taken  into  account. 


There  was  an  increase  in  the  estimated  population  of  920  in  this 
District  in  1972  as  aaai«st  an  increase  of  5»260  in  1971. 
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Live  Birth  and  Death  Rates  -  Highworth  R.DoCo  1962-1972 


Rate  per  thousand 


Live  Birth  Rate  _  _  _  Death  Rate 

per  1,000  population  ””  *  per  1,000  home  population 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  -  1972 


The  figures  given  below  are  taken  from  the  Registrar  General :s 
Annual  Report; 


Causes  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Enteritis  and  other  diarrhoea!  diseases. 
Malignant  neoplams,  buccal  cavity  etc.,« 
Malignant  neoplams,  oesophagus® 

Malignant  neopiams,  stomach.. 

Malignant  neoplams,  intestir.e< 

Malignant  neoplams,  lung,  bronchus. 
Malignant  neoplams,  bre; 

Malignant  necplams,  uterus® 

prostate. 


000009*0  0  0*9 


•  o  o  o  o  o  • 

o  o  o  o  o  o  c 

0  *  0  0  9  0  0 

000099000000 


o  o  o  o 

090000009000000 
000*0000000000000 
009090000 

09000000000 

'oooooooooooooeoeooee 

o  o  o  •  o 

Ma  1  i  gnant  neoplams ,  yiua  w  i,c;..c....os.oso..o. 

Other  malignant  neoplasms. ........ c ...  ........ . 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms ....... . ...... . 

D i a be . es  m ellxcus..oooooo.o..o..e...o.o...o..a. 
Other  endocrine  eve.  diseases. .... 0 ........... . 

Mu 1 . i p i e  scierosi3.ooo..oo...o....e...o.oo...o. 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system. ....... ...... . 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease. .. ...... ...... . 

Hypertensive  disease. ooooo..«.o.o..oe.»...oo... 
Ischaemic  heart  disease. .oooo4..o..ooooooc.o.oo 
Other  lorms  ox  heart  disease. ooo.....ooo ....... 

C  er  e  bro  v  a  scu  j.a  r  disease.  .. ....... .00.0.. ..ooo.o 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. . ........ . 

1  n  e  umo  n 1 a . 000.00. eo.o..o.oo.e.ooooo...Q.oo..... 

Bronch i t i s  and  emphy sema ..••eo......ao#o...e.o..o. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system........ 

Peptic  u^cer.o.#.oo.oo...oe.p.... .0.000 o....o.. 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia......... . 

C 1 r rho sis  of  livei. 00. 00. 000. .0.0.0.000. .000000 
Other  diseases  of  digestive  system. ........... . 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis. . . . 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  systen . . 

Diseases  of  muscuio-skeietal  system. ......... . 

Congential  anomalies.  . . . 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc o ......... . 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality........... 

bvmptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions. ......... . 

Kotor  vehicle  acoidentG.eoo....o.e..oooe...o.o 

All  other  accidents........... . . 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries. ....... 0 . . 

All  other  external  causes. . . . . 


00009909 

oeoooon* 

*9*00009 

0990999C 

*999990* 

0  0  0  *  0  9  * 

0  0  0  0  *  0  0 

0  *  9  0  0  9  0 

O  O  O  O  O  O  O 

OOOOOOO 

0  *  0  0  0  9  0 

•  9*00*0 

0  0  9  0  0  0  * 

•  o  •  •  o  o  • 

•  •  o  •  o  o  • 

9*0*990 

0  *  0  0  0  0  0 


o  o  o  •  •  o  • 

OOOOOOO 


9  0  0  0  0 

0  9  0  0  0 


0000990* 

90*9900* 

•  09000*0 

•  •00*00* 

0*90*00* 

*o****ec 

*o**o*eo 


- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

4 

4 

8 

9 

6 

15 

26 

3 

29 

- 

6 

6 

2 

2 

6 

- 

6 

1C 

7 

17 

- 

2 

2 

2 

3 

5 

2 

1 

3 

- 

l 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

1 

2 

9 

3 

12 

70 

38 

108 

3 

9 

12 

24 

33 

57 

17 

12 

29 

on 

35 

57 

17 

5 

22 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

- 

l 

1 

- 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

■1 

JL 

2 

3 

2 

2 

4 

6 

1 

7 

6 

1 

7 

X 

— 

1 

249 


1 

198 


1 

442 


Deaths  due  to  ischaemic  heart  disease  have  increased  by  almost  a  third 
compared  with  last  year,  the  male  deaths  almost  doubling  and  deaths  due  to 
hypertensive  disease  also  snow  a  rise  that  is  off  set  by  a  lower  figure 
than  last  year  for  cerebrovascular  disease. 

Cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus,  bronchitis  and  emphysema,  pneumonia, 
cerebrovascular  and  heart  disease  between  them  were  the  cause  of  80%  of 
the  total  deaths  -  a  large  number  of  which  would  have  been  avoided  by  the 
avoidance  of  the  tabacco  habit  which  can  be  compared  with  the  addict 

hooked  on  heroin. 


Malignant  Disease 


There  was  a  total  of  85 

deaths 

from  malignant  disease,  22  more 

than  last  year.  The  figures 

for  the 

last 

four  years  are  as  follows; 

1970 

im 

71 

67 

63 

85 

-  4  - 


The 


Cancer  of  the  lung  caused  29  deaths,  14  more  than  last  year® 
figures  for  the  last  few  years  are  as  follows: 


1966  1967  1968  1969 

18  20  18  22 


1970  1971  1972 

20  15  29 


Cardiovascular  Disease 


This  caused  36%  of  the  deaths® 


1. 


2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Respiratory  Diseases 


Pneumonia,  bronchitis  and 

emphysema 

caused  79 

deaths,  71 

of 

which 

were  in  the  65+  age  group.  For 

recent  years, 

the 

figures  are 

as 

follows : 

!968  1969  1970 

1971 

1972 

69  77 

71 

54 

79 

The  following  table  shows  deaths  by  age 

groups 

; : 

Under  1  year 

M 

F 

Total 

Enteritis  and  other  diarrhceal  diseases 

OOO 

« 

1 

Pneumonia  00» 

0  ©  O 

0  ®  0 

1 

- 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

0  O  0 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomlies 

0  0  9 

OOO 

C3 

3 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

OOO 

2 

2 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

OOO 

1 

2 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9  0  9 

OOO 

1 

— 

All  other  accidents 

9  0  9 

0  0  9 

1 

- 

6 

11 

17 

1  • 

*  14  years 

Diseases  of  musculo~skeletal 

system 

OOO 

- 

1 

Congenital  anomalies 

0  0  9 

OOO 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

9  0  0 

0  9  9 

l 

1 

All  other  accidents 

OOO 

OOO 

l 

1 

2 

4 

6 

15 

-  24  years 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

OOO 

0  9  9 

- 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

OOO 

OOO 

1 

- 

All  other  accidents 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

1 

- 

2 

1 

3 

21 

-  34  years 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

0  9  0 

OOO 

1 

- 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

OOO 

000 

1 

- 

All  other  accidents 

OOO 

9  0  0 

1 

- 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

OOO 

1 

- 

4 

■= 

4 

31 

=  44  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

0  9  0 

3 

1 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

0  0  9 

- 

1 

Multiple  sclerosis 

O  Q  0 

0  0  9 

-» 

1 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

0  9  0 

OOO 

1 

- 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

9  0  9 

- ' 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

0  0  0 

OOO 

1 

- 

All  other  accidents 

OOO 

OOO 

1 

- 

6 

4 

10 

-  5  - 


6 


T  o  -..a  1 


45  -  5*  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stonach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  .  •<> 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  0 • . 

Diabetes  mellitus  ••• 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Other  diseases  of  nervous  system 
Ischaemic  heart  disease  • os 

Cerebrovascular  disease  o.o 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Pneumonia  » . •  o  •  o 


55  ~  64  years 

Malignant  neoplasm,  buccal  cavity,  etc, 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Diabetes  mellitus  ... 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 
Hypertensive  disease 
Ischaemic  heart  disease  0  •  • 
Cerebrovascular  disease  0.0 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Pneumonia  0  «• « 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  oc« 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Peptic  ulcer  •?. 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  external  causes  <>•• 
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6 5  -  74  years 


Malignant  neoplasm, 
Malignant  neoplasm, 


stomach 

intestine 

lung,  bronchus 

breast 

uterus 

prostate 


Malignant  neoplasm, 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 
Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 
Hypertensive  disease  ..<> 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ,,, 
Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
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Total 
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65  „  74  years  (cont’do) 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ••• 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Pneumonia  .oo  ... 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  0«. 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Cirrhosis  of  liver  ... 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 


75  years  and  over 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  •  <>« 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 
Other  malignant  neoplasms  000 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 
Diabetes  mellitus  .  Oo 

Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 
Chronic  rheumatic  heai't  disease 
Hypertensive  disease  00 « 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  o*. 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
Cerebrovascular  disease  00 • 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Pneumonia  •  <>«  *00 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema  ... 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  <>.« 

Other  diseases,  genito-r inary  system 
Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 
All  other  accidents  oe. 


The  graph  on  the  following  page  shows  deaths  by  age  groups 
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by  age 

groups. 

Male  deaths  exceeded  female  deaths  by  51® 

32%  (81)  of  the  males  survived  to  the  age  of  75  and  over. 

53%  (106)  of  the  females  survived  to  the  age  of  75  and  over. 


119 


187 


=  7  " 


Deaths  by  age  groups: 


106 

* 


I 


under  1  -  5  -  15  -  25  -  35  -  45  -  55  -  65  -  __ 

1  year  4  14  24  34  44  54  64  74 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

The  following  table  shows  all  statutory  notifications  by  age 
groups  and  quarters  of  the  year. 


Male 
F  ema 1 e 
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Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  Age  Groups  and  Quarters  of  the  Year 
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Tuberculosis 


The  mobile  x-ray  unit  visits  the  area  once  a  week.  On  Monday 
afternoons  at  1.45  it  is  at  the  White  Hart  Hotel,  Oxford  Road, 
Stratton  St.  Margaret,  and  it  proceeds  to  the  Rural  District  Council 
car  park,  near  the  library,  Highworth,  at  2.30  p.m.  The  unit  also 
visits  factories,  schools,  etc.  as  required. 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Mass 
Radiography  Service,  Reading,  for  the  following  figures  for  the  yea»- 
1972: 


Number  of  patients  referred  by  G.Pss 

Highworth  ..  . . 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

Number  referred  to  Chest  Physician: 

Highworth  ..  .. 

Stratton  St0  Margaret 


. .  188 
.  •  406 


13 

.o  14 


Diagnosis  of  cases  referred: 


Tuberculosis  (notified)  . „  . 

Tuberculosis  (occasional  supervision) 
Tuberculosis  (no  further  action) 
Primary  lung  cancer  . 0  «•  . 

Bronchitis,  emphysem 
Pneumonia  ..  „. 

Bronchiectasis  ,0  ..  . 

Pleural  thickening  •»  ».  . 

Miscellaneous  0o  . „  . 


5 

2 

2 

5 

2 

5 

•* 

2 
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IMMUNISATIONS 


I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
following  immunisation  figures  for  the  District: 

Dipther ia ,  Whooping  Cough.  Tetanus,  Mea sles  and  Poliomyeltis 


Year  of  Birth 

1 

1972 

1971 

' 

19/0 

1969 

1968 

1962 

-6? 

195$ 

-62 

Others 

under 

16 

Primary 

completed 

during 

1972 

Reinforcing 

imms  o 

given  in 

1972 

Dipho 

399 

414 

15 

l 

- 

'2 

2 

Wh/c<> 

l"  ’ 

394 

4o8 

13 

1 

- 

1 

«a 
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Tetanus 

400 

4l4 

15 

2 

1 

7 

20 

3 

Measles 

- 

64  i 

97 

28 

15 

30 

1 

- 

Polio. 

395 

4l6 

18 

2 

2 

5 

1 

- 

Diph, 

ea 

275 

405 

27 

286 

513 

2 

- 

Wh/  c  o 

mD 

255 

379 

19 

1 

ca 

- 

- 

Tetanus 

ma 

275 

405 

2? 

287 

528 

32 

- 

Polio. 

- 

274 

397 

23 

286 

515 

10 

- 

-  10  - 


Smallpox 


Months  Years 


Age  Group 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

12 

14 

13 

Re-vaccina  tions 

1 

17 

*  N.B.  Vaccination  discontinued  as  a  routine  measure  in  early  childhood 
September,  197 1? 


Primary  Diphtheria  Immunisation  State  for  Babies 

Children  born  in  1971 
immunised  to  'j>t012 .'72 

92% 


This  is  a  similar  level  to  previous  years0 

The  following  table  shows  comparison  with  other  areas  of  the  County. 


District  of  residence 
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Caine  M.B.  OOOOOOO&OOOOOOO0OCOOOO 
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Mo 1 ksham  UoDooo©oo©®©oooooo 
Mere  &  Tisbury  RoDc*odo0e*® 
Pewsey  R©D©  ©o©©©©o©o®©©©®©o 
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Children  born  in  1971 

Immunisation  State 
as  at  31ol2.72.  * 

71.0 % 

94,0% 

84.3% 

92.5% 

79®  5% 

89oO% 

87  o  5% 

79°0% 

860^/6 
92.0% 

93®  0% 

93oO% 

90.0% 

83®  5% 

75oO% 

87.0% 

84.5% 

84  o  5% 

93-5% 

73.5% 

80,0% 

96.0% 

82  0CP/0 


+  Swindon  Borough 


00©9000000000©0000©©00®0000000000©0000©000 


70  o0% 


+  (calculated  as  a  percentage  of  live  births  in  1971) 

*  Percentage  of  children  born  in  1971?  resident  in  the  District  on  31® 12.72  and 
who  had  completed  a  primary  course  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  by 

31 o 12 . 72, 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

During  the  period  under  review,  I  have  had  no  cause  to  take  action 
under  this  Act®  Although  from  time  to  time  this  question  is  raised  I 
will  not  consider  its  use  when  other  solutions  to  problems  can  be  found. 
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annual  report 


cf  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  AND  CLEANSING  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 „ 


To :  The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Comir.»t_teg 

of  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council ® 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  wish  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  for  19 detailing  the  work 
of  my  section  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  namely;  all  aspects  of  environ- 
mental  health;  the  meat  inspection  service;  and  the  public  cleansing  service® 

With  Local  Government  reorganisation  looming  very  large  on  the  horizon  and 
the  imminent  demise  of  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council  as  an  Authority,  it 
is  very  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  every  one  of  the  fourteen  Parishes 
in  the  Council's  area  are  now  served  by  public  sewers  and  public  mains  wate. 

supply® 

As  this  will  be  my  last  Annual  Report  I  should  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  thank  most  sincerely  all  members  of  the  Public  Health  Coaimitteec,  past  and 
present,  who  have  been  so  helpful  and  understanding  over  the  past  sixteen  years 
of  my  service  to  this  Council;  also  my  colleagues  in  other  Departments;  Dr®  Anwyl , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  his  co-operation  and  advice  so  readily  given;  my 
Deputy  Mr®  R.  V.  Brown  and  all  members  of  iny  Department  for  their  continued  loyalty 

and  support. 

I  can  only  hope  that  the  progress  made  in  trying  to  achieve  a  healthy 
environment  in  the  home;  at  work;  and  at  leisure,  will  be  maintained® 
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SECTION  ONE 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  by  public  mains,  by  the 
Swindon  Water  Undertaking;  none  cf  the  supplies  are  plumbo-solvent.  No  major 
problems  have  arisen  over  water  supplies  during  the  year. 

WATER  SAMPLING  (BACTERIOLOGICAL) 

Ail  six  private  water  supplies  were  sampled  regularly  during  the  year,  with 
only  one  supply  returning  unsatisfactory  sample  results.  Strict  surveillance  is 
being  kept  on  this  particular  supply  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the  coming  year 
its  system  will  be  supplied  with  water  from  the  Swindon  Water  Undertaking.  All 
samples  from  the  public  mains  gave  excellent  results. 

WATER  SAMPLING  (CHEMICAL) 


Nil 


SWIMMING  POOL 

The  swimming  poc 1  at  Highworth  was  again  open  for  the  summer  season;  the 
break-point  chlorination  of  the  water  adopted  last  year  has  continued  to  be 
successful  and  a  satisfactory  standard  for  the  pool  water  was  maintained 
throughout  the  season. 

DETAILS  OF  ALL  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE  VARIOUS  PARISHES 


1  -  . -  —  — j 

1 

Parish 

1 

Total  number 
of  samples  taken: 

1 

Total  number 
satisfactory 

Total  number 

chemical „ 
bacteriological. 

- hE - 

satisfactory 

and  fluoride 

Bishopstone 

5 

5 

Blunsdon 

2 

2 

Castle  Eaton 

1 

1 

Chi  sal don 

7 

7 

Han.iington 

3 

1  — - 

Haydon  Wick 

2 

2 

Highworth 

7 

L  5 

2 

Inglesham 

2 

^  1 

Liddington 

1 

1 

South  Marston 

2 

2 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

1 

1 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

1 

1 

Wanborough 

20 

14 

6  .  . 

1 

Wroughton  2 

2 

Totals:  J  56 

1  46 

8 
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SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  PUBLIC  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  •••  21 


99 

19 

9? 

giving  unsatisfactory  results 

•  O'# 

o  o  • 

Nil 

II 

91  ... 

n 

submitted  for  chemi.pal  analysis 

0  0.0 

9  9  9 

Nil 

ft 

99 

99 

giving  unsatisfactory  results 

•  op 

9  9# 

Nil 

n 

•9 

99 

submitted  for  fluoride  tests 

#00 

•  09 

Nil 

PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


35 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


SAMPLING  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  PRIVATE  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
”  "  "  giving  unsatisfactory  results  ••• 

”  "  "  submitted  for  chemical  analysis 

M  ”  giving  unsatisfactory  results 


0  9  0 


9  9  0 


19 


99 


— r*  •  *  —  • 

submitted  for  fluoride  test 
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SECTION  TWO 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  FOOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES  AND 
FOOD  SHOPS 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS „  1970. 

The  establishment  of  the  Food  Section  referred  to  in  last  years  report 
has  resulted  in  an  improved  performance  of  the  department’s  functions  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  supervision  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises  in  the  area, 
mobile  shops  and  delivery  vehicles.  A  comprehensive  programme  of  inspections 
throughout  the  year  revealed  a  very  satisfactory  overall  standard  of  hygiene,. 
No  difficulties  were  encountered  in  dealing  with  contraventions  of  the  regula¬ 
tions  where  found. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

There  has  again  been  an  increase  in  -he  number  of  complaints  in  relation 
to  food,  involving  food  unfit  in  itself  or  containing  extraneous  substances 
and  containers  liable  to  cause  risk  of  contaminations  The  majority  of 
complaints,  however,  were  not  of  a  serious  nature. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  in  respect  of  the  followings 

(1)  Mould  in  cake. 

(2)  Bird  droppings  on  leaf  of  bread, 

(3)  Wood-louse  in  breakfast  cereal. 

(4)  Dirty  milk  bottles  (2). 

(5)  Glass  in  milk. 


Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  following  cases s- 

(1)  Pork  pie  containing  piece  of  wire. 

Defendants  fined  £15*  with  £10  costs. 

(2)  Break  roll  containing  cigarette  end- 
Defendants  fined  £30,  with  £10  costs  - 

PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  16  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT ,  1935 


Premises  used  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausag's,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  foods  oc,  .  oe 


Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  ice-cream  e  P  •  ?•<> 


Nil 


Premises  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of 

iC6*crG&m  000  909 


102 

109 


POULTRY  INSPECTION 


There  is  one  small  establishment  in  the  area  where  slaughtering  is 
carried  out,  This  was  used  intermittently  throughout  the  year  for  the 
slaughter  of  broiler  chickens.  There  were  no  condemnations. 
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VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 


Detail 

lbs 

Detail 

lbs 

Beef 

3.568 

Potato  salad 

2 

Pork 

583 

Rhubarb 

1 

Mutton 

485 

Tomatoes 

2 

Veal 

18 

Fruit  juice 

51 

Beast  offals 

471 

Fruit  salad 

1 

Pig  offals 

249 

Plums 

2  | 

Sheep  offals 

81 

Apricots 

12 

Tripe 

 .  31- 

Pineapple 

2 

Minced  beef 

55 

Strawberries 

1 

Sausages 

80 

Grape-fruit 

10 

Turkey 

14 

Pears 

4 

1 

Chicken 

50 

Peaches 

14 

I 

Ham 

22 

Ja_n 

4 

1 

Faggots 

31 

Marmalade 

2 

k 

Tongue 

3 

Mincemeat 

7 

Luncheon  meat 

22 

Honey 

2 

Beef-burgers 

23 

Flour 

* 

Meat  pies 

2V 

Rice 

4 

Rissoles 

12 

Curry  and  rice 

4 

Steaklets 

6 

Yoghurt 

6 

1 

Stew 

3 

Salt 

3 

I 

Corned  beef 

5 

Sponges 

4 

1 

Pasties 

48 

Ice  cream 

14 

Fish 

48 

Sweets 

1 

Crab 

3 

Ice  lolles 

2 

Fish  fingers 

33 

Mousse 

2 

Fish  cakes 

4 

Spaghetti 

5 

Beans 

52 

Custard 

3 

Peas 

83 

Soup 

5 

1 

Sprouts 

6 

Pie  filling 

2 

I 

Mixed  vegetables 

11 

Pickles 

15 

1 

Carrots 

10 

Sauce 

7 

Potato  chips 

33 

Mint  sauce 

3 

Totals 

6403 

6403 

l 


i 

i 

I 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


TRADE  CATEGORIES 


Parish 

1 

Type  of  premises 

•Registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 
+Registered  for  the  preparation  of  meat,  etc. 

Number 

of  food 
premises 

Bishopstone 

1  Greengrocer 

3  General  Provisions  (2*) 

2  Public  Houses 

6 

Blunsdon 

1  Confectioner  (*) 

1  Factory  Canteen 

1  Garage  (*) 

3  General  Provisions  (3*) 

1  Hotel 

1  Licensed  Stadium 

2  Public  Houses  (l*) 

1  Old  Peoples'  Home 

11 

Castle  Eaton 

1  General  Provisions 

1  Public  House 

2 

Chiseldon 

1  Bakery 

1  Butcher 

1  Confectioner 

1  Fish  and  Chip  Shop 

1  Garage  (*) 

6  General  Provisions  (6*) 

1  Licensed  Club 

6  Public  Houses  (4*) 

1  School  Meals  Depot 

[ 

19 

Hannington 

1  General  Store  (*) 

2  Public  Houses 

3 

Haydon  Wick 

1  Butcher 

1  Confectioner  (*) 

1  Fried  Fish  Shop 

1  Garage  (*) 

3  General  Provisions  (l*) 

1  Licensed  Club 

2  Public  Houses 

1  School  Kitchen 

11 

Highworth 

2  Butchers  (l+) 

2  Cafes 

1  Chemist 

8  Confectioners  (*) 

1  Fish  and  Chip  Restaurant 

12  General  Provisions  (9*) 

3  Greengrocers 

2  Hotels 

1  Licensed  Club 

8  Public  Houses 

3  School  Kitchens 

1  Slaughterhouse 

1  Frozen  Food  Shop 

45  . 

‘Inglesham 

1  Licensed  Restaurant 

1  Youth  Hostel 

2 

Liddington 

1  General  Provisions  (*) 

2  Public  Houses 

3 

South  Marston 

3  Factory  Canteens 

1  General  Store  (*) 

1  2  Public  Houses 

I  1  Licensed  Club 

7 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


TRADE  CATEGORIES  (CONT'D) 


Parish 

Type  of  premises 

•Registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

Number  of 

food 

♦Registered  for  the  preparation  of  meat,  etc. 

premises 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

1  General  Previsions  (*) 

1 

Stratton 

4  Bakeries 

2  Butchers  (2+) 

1  Cafe 

1  Canning  Factory  (+) 

3  Chemists 

8  Confectioners  (*) 

14  Factory  Canteens 

6  Fried  Fish  Shops  (l*) 

4  Gara  ges  (  2  *  ) 

30  General  Provisions  (24*) 

1  General  Provisions  (Wholesale) 

2  Greengrocers  ( 1  * ) 

1  Hosp i ta 1  Kitchen 

1  Hostel  Kitchen 

5  Licensed  Cluba 

13  Public  Houses  (4*) 

1  Poultry  Packer  (+) 

12  School  Kitchens 

2  Slaughterhouses  (1+) 

2  Greengrocers  (Wholesale) 

1  Meat  Wholesaler 

114 

Wanbo rough 

1  Baker 

1  Butcher  (+) 

1  Factory  Canteen 

3  General  Provisions  (2*) 

1  Poultry  Packer  (+) 

7  Public  Houses 

2  School  Kitchens 

16 

Wroughion 

1  Baker 

2  Butchers  (1+) 

1  Chemist 

3  Confectioners  (3*) 

1  Factory  Canteen 

1  Fried  Fish  Shop 

1  Garage  (*) 

11  General  Provisions  (9*) 

1  Hospital  Kitchen 

1  Licensed  Club 

8  Public  Houses  (1*) 

3  School  Kitchens 

34 

Total  number  of  food  premises: 

274 

-  8 


SECTION  THREE 


MILK  SUPPLIES:  MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS.  1959. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS,  1963. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  (AMENDMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1965. 


Number  of  distributors  registered  in  the  district 

Number  of  producers/retailers  in  the  district 

registered  as  dairy  farmers  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food 

Number  of  dairies  registered  in  the  district 


58 


2 

4 


Under  the  powers  delegated  by  the  Wiltshire  County  Council,  the  sampling 
of  milk  and  the  licensing  and  inspection  of  dairies  and  milk  distributors, 
were  continued  throughout  the  year. 

No  serious  problems  were  encountered  and  all  samples  of  milk  which 
failed  the  appropriate  tests  were  followed  up  by  repeat  samples  and 
investigations,  together  with  advice  as  appropriate  to  the  case. 

Samples  of  untreated  milk  were  regularly  examined  for  Brucellosis,  but 
no  "positive"  results  were  obtained. 
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DETAILS  OF  SAMPLING  DURING  1972 
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SECTION  FOUR 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


General 


Slaughtering  at  the  Stratton  St.  Margaret  abattoir  was  maintained  at  a 
level  comparable  to  the  previous  year:  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  beasts 
being  offset  by  an  increase  in  sheep0  The  latter  included  a  high  proportion 
of  ewes  and  accounts  for  the  increase  in  the  condemnation  figures  for  sheep. 

Major  works  of  extension  and  alteration  at  these  premises  were 
commenced  towards  the  end  of  the  year  and  are  still  in  progress. 

The  national  decline  in  pig  production  is  reflected  in  the  figures  for 
the  bacon  factory  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered 
was  62,029 t  compared  with  75? 529  in  1971? 
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CARCASES  AND  ORGANS  CONDEMNED 


IN  ALL  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


CATTLE 

Beasts  and  all  organs 

2,569  lbs 

Carcase  meat 

2,656  lbs 

Spleens 

180  lbs 

Tails 

124  lbs 

Heads 

1 1 66C 

Lungs 

-4,191  .lbs 

Livers 

32,2  ,8  lbs 

Fart  livers 

21,819  lbs 

» 

Hearts  !  4^6  lbs 

Kidneys 

1,172  lbs 

' 

Skirts 

274  lbs 

|  SHEEP 

Sheep  and  ail  organs 

1,50c  lbs 

Carcase  meat  -  351  Its 

Lungs 

11,662  lbs 

Livers 

13,550  IDS 

Hearts 

131  lbs 

• 

PIGS 

Pigs  and  all  organs 

17.278  lbs 

Carcase  meat 

7.554  lbs 

Heads 

13,821  lbs 

Plucks 

5,510  lbs 

Livers 

8,190  lbs 

Lungs 

22,910  lbs 

Hearts 

316  lbs 

Spleens 

..  75  lbs  

Flecks 

1.030  lbs 

Kidneys 

117  lbs 

CALVES 

Carcase  meat 

22  lbs 

Lungs 

1  rrr- 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
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SECTION  FIVE 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1  9  6  1 


LIST  OF  FACTORIES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  IN  1972 


Bakers  and  confectioners 

2 

Bathroom  fittings 

w 

Brewing  and  mineral  waters 

i 

Jl 

Blacksmiths 

1 

Cabinet  making  and  carpentry  j 

3 

Carpet  and  mat  manufacturers 

1 

Corscrete  and  concrete  block  manufacturers 

1 

Electronics 

3 

Engineers,  including  repairs  to  motor 

vehicles  and  motor  cycles  j  34 

Export  packing  *  1 

— 

Fireplaces 

r 

1 

Food  canning 

1 

Joinery,  wheel-wright ,  undertakers 
and  wood-workers 

! 

7 

Knacker 9  s  yard 

1 

Laundry 

i 

Metal  sorting 

2 

Motor  body  and  caravan  builders 

4 

Painting  and  phosphating 

2 

Plant  hire  and  maintenance 

3 

Printers 

1 

Record  player  manufacturers 

1 

Sausage  manufacturers 

i  1 

S laughterhouses 

3 

I  Wooden  box  manufacturers 

1 

|  Wine  and  spirit  bottling 

j  Tyre  fitters 

m 

|  Welding  fabrication 

81 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 


In  the  district  at  the  present  time  there  are  183  premise-  which  come 
within  the  scope  of  the  Act,  all  of  which  have  been  inspected  since  the  Act 
came  into  force. 

Routine  inspections  of  104  premises  were  carried  out  in  the  year  and  no 
major  problems  were  encountered. 


ENFORCEMENT 


Apart  from  new  premises  not  yet  fully  occupied,  all  premises  have  been 
inspected  since  the  Act  came  into  force.  During  1972,  104  visits  were  made 
and  the  conditions  at  these  premises  were  generally  satisfactory.  Thermometers, 
first  aid  boxes  and  abstracts  of  the  Act,  together  in  some  instances  with 
guards  for  food  slicing  machines,  were  the  only  items  which  required  to  be 
provided. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  accidents  were  reported  by  occupiers  and 
these  were  due  to; 


Falls 

on 

the 

same  level  ... 

0  e  O 

5 

Falls 

from  one  level  to  another  . • . 

•  •  • 

3 

Falls 

on 
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from  fixed  stairs  .o. 

e  •  0 

3 

Falls 

on 

or 

from  ladders  or  step  ladders 

0  •  • 

1 

Injuries 

sustained  whilst  handling  goods 

•  0  • 

6 

tl 

M  "  moving  non-power 

vehicles 

•  •  9 

1 

If 

"  "  using  tools 

•  •  0 

1 
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"  by  falling  objects 

000 

3 

None  of  the  injuries  were  fatal,  or  resulted  in  the  loss  of  sight  or 

1 imbs , 
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REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 
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SECTION  SIX 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENERAL 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL,, 


General. 


Weather 


The  total  rainfall  recorded  at  Wroughton  during  1972  was  25.04 
inches,  which  is  rather  below  average.  The  spring  was  generally  wet 
and  December  particularly  so. 

Public  Conveniences 


It  is  expected  that  work  will  be  started  early  in  1973  on  the 
scheme  approved  for  the  alterations  and  extensions  to  public  conveniences 
at  Highworth,  Stratton  St.  Margaret,  Covingham  and  Wroughton,  to  provide 
special  facilities  for  disabled  persons. 

In  the  Parishes 


Blunsdon  St.  Andrew 

Extensions  to  the  sewage  disposal  works,  comprising  an  oxidation 
ditch,  settling  tank  and  ancillary  works,  were  commissioned  in  February 
1972,  to  operate  in  parallel  with  the  existing  works  to  provide  a  higher 
standard  of  treatment. 

An  order  was  placed  for  an  electric  pump  for  the  works  pumping 
station  to  replace  the  original  petrol  engine  driven  one. 

Castle  Eaton 


An  "Autodialler"  alarm  system  was  installed  in  the  sewage  pumping 
Station. 

Chiseldon 


The  scheme  for  the  main  drainage  of  properties  at  Coate  was  completed 
in  December,  1972. 

A  scheme  was  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers,  Howard  Humphreys 
and  Sons  for  closing  the  existing  works  and  pumping  3ewage  from  Chiseldon 
to  Swindon  Corporation's  system,  and  for  the  separation  of  storm  water. 
Tenders  were  received  from  this  scheme  in  December,  1972. 

Haydon  Wick 

A  small  flood  alleviation  scheme  was  carried  out  in  gardens  at 
Avonmead,  Greenmeadow  Estate. 

Tenders  for  a  revised  scheme  for  improvements  to  Haydon  Wick  Brook, 
prepared  by  the  County  Land  Agent,  will,  it  is  anticipated,  be  invited 
in  the  spring  of  1973» 

Highworth 

Ar  outline  scheme  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers,  Howard 
humphreys  and  Sons  for  the  pumping  of  sewage  from  Highworth  and  adjoining 
parishes  to  Swindon  Corporation's  proposed  second  water  pollution  control 
plant  at  Seven  Bridges,  was  approved,  and  the  detailed  scheme  is  now  in 
preparation.  A  scheme  for  the  temporary  extensions  to  the  Highworth 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  pending  the  availability  of  the  Seven  Bridges  plant 
is  also  being  prepared  by  these  Consultants. 
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South  Marston 


A  scheme  was  approved  for  screens  to  the  inlets  to  the  culverts 
beneath  the  Greenfields  Estate,  and  these  are  expected  to  be  '  .stalled 
early  in  1973  c 

Work  on  the  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  village,  prepared  by  the 
Consulting  Engineer,  Howard  Humphreys  and  Sons,  was  continued  and  was 
nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Wanbo rough 

At  the  Wanborough  Sewage  Disposal  Works  an  "Autodialler"  alarm 
system  was  installed  in  the  Sewage  Pumping  Station  and  remedial  works 
were  carried  out  to  the  walls  of  the  filter  bed. 

Wroughton 

A  comprehensive  scheme  of  surface  water  drainage  to  alleviate 
flooding  in  the  Manor  Park  area  was  executed. 


(The  information  on  this  item  was  kindly  supplied  by  Mr.  M.  Croker  - 
C.Eng. ,M. I. ,Mun.E. ,  A.R.I.C.S.,  A.M.I.H.E.  -  the  Council's  Engineer  and 
Surveyor) • 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 


The  condition  of  the  boiler  at  the  farm  in  Highworth  where  a  small  quantity 
of  swill  is  fed  to  livestock  was  found  to  be  unserviceable  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  but  was  quickly  replaced.  Otherwise  the  three  licensed  premises  were 
operated  satisfactorily. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 


There  are  no  houses  registered  as  Common  Lodging  Houses  within  the 
district. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Complaints  were  again  received  during  the  year.  Great  attention  was  paid 
to  the  premises  by  members  of  my  department  and  work  continues  to  try  to  eliminate 
the  problem. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956  -  CABLE  BURNING  PLANT. 

No  complaints  were  received  during  1972  and  it  would  seem  that  the  problems 
have  been  overcome. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF  DEVELOPMENT  ACT t  i960. 

During  the  past  year,  no  major  changes  have  occurred  to  the  existing 
caravan  sites.  The  general  standard  of  these  sites  has  remained  high  and  only 
minor  problems  have  arisen;  these  being  suitably  and  speedily  rectified. 


SUMMARY  OF  CARAVANS  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


n- 

0s 


§ 

§ 

M 


03 

r-f 

£ 


Number  of  caravans 

on  multiple 

licensed  sites» 

i 

112 

0 

i 

• 

8 

t 

B 

t 

it 

i 

1 _ - _ 

CM 

6l 

n- 

CM 

CM 

Multiple 

licensed  sites 

i 

g 

l 

l 

1 

i 

g 

i 

8 

0 

fH 

CM 

CO 

Individual  sites 

l 

■ 

i 

CM 

■ 

i-H 

i 

l 

1 

i 

l 

pH 

0 

in 

Parish 

Bishopstone 

Blunsdon 

Castle  Eaton 

Chiseldon 

Hannington 

Haydon  Wick 

Highworth 

Ingle sham 

Liddington 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

South  Marston 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

Wanborough 

Wrcughton 

•  0 

to 

r~l 

«s 

V 

0 

H 

i. 

23 


RODENT  CONTROL  19?2 


During  the  year,  the  Pest  Officer  carried  out  all  inspections  and 
treatments  submitted  to  the  Authority,, 


Properties  other  than  sewers 

Type  of 

property 

Non-agr 

icuitural 

Agricultural 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1. 

Number  of  properties  in  the 

district  ...  ... 

15,185 

15,530 

555 

556 

2. 

(a)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  following  notification 

269 

217 

40 

21 

(b)  Number  infested  by;- 

(i)  rats  ... 

132 

114 

28 

19 

(ii)  mice  ... 

78 

74 

6 

2 

3. 

(a)  Number  of  properties  inspected 
for  reasons  other  than  notification 

65 

44 

17 

9 

(b)  Number  infested  by:- 

_ 

(i)  rats  ... 

24 

19 

11 

6 

(ii)  mice  ... 

7 

5 

NIL 

1 

The  main  poison  being  used  by  the  Authority  is  still  Warfarin,  or  a 
similar  anti-coagulant  poison.  This  is  normally  readily  taken  except  in 
some  cases  where  mice  were  found  to  be  resistant  to  the  poison,  but  a 
change  to  acute  poison  soon  brought  them  under  control.  No  cases  of  Warfarin 
resistance  has  been  found  in  Rats  in  the  District. 


Sewer  treatment. 


In  Highworth  the  sewer  system  was  treated  and  a  small  percentage  of 
the  system  was  found  to  be  infested  but  this  was  soon  cleared. 

Burderop  Hospital  reported  infestation  of  rats;  a  survey  was  carried 
out  and  the  whole  sewer  system  was  found  to  be  infested,  a  treatment  was 
carried  out  and  was  successful. 
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Other  Pests 


During  the  year  treatment  was  carried  out  to  clear  the  following 
pest  infestations: 


Pests 

Number  of 

infestations 

Wasps 

64 

Ants 

44 

Fleas 

8 

Bees 

6 

Cockroaches 

5 

Bed  Bugs 

2 

Carpet  Beetle 

2 

Flies 

2 

Plaster  beetle 

1 

Silverf ish 

1 

Maize  weevil 

1 

As  in  previous  years  wasps  proved  to  be  the  greatest  difficulty, 
although  the  number  of  infestations  of  wasps  was  well  down  on  1971 
because  of  the  bad  weather  during  June,  1972o 
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SECTION  SEVEN 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICE. 


Domestic  Refuse. 


The  weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  domestic  premises  was  carried  out 
throughout  the  year.  Late  collections  were  minimal  and  the  practice  of  issuir.g 
plastic  sacks  to  houses  affected  by  Bank  Holidays  resulted  in  the  additional 
refuse  all  being  collected  on  the  usual  day. 

The  refuse  tip  at  Rhymes  Barn  was  filled  by  June  and  as  an  interim  measure 
until  the  incinerator  comes  into  use,  refuse  was  then  tipped  at  the  Swindon 
Corporation  Shaw  Farm  tip.  This  meant  a  complete  revision  of  the  vehicle 
routes  and  crews. 

By  not  having  to  go  to  Fairfcrd  there  was  sufficien'  time  sav  d  to  enable 
one  vehicle  to  become  spare  for  three  days  and  to  lower  the  establishment  by 
four  men.  The  growth  of  the  District  and  the  demand  for  special  collections 
by  the  end  of  the  year  however  resulted  in  the  employment  cf  one  additional  man 
and  the  vehicle  being  spare  for  only  two  days. 

From  September  onwards  approximately  800  premises  were  put  on  to  a  pilot 
plastic  bin  liner  scheme  in  which  15  x  cu.  ft.  bin  liners  and  ties  were 
issued  free  of  charge  once  each  quarter  and  the  workmen  collected  the  fu^l  sacks 
from  the  rear  of  the  premises.  The  scheme  wa.3  almost  a  complete  success 
receiving  a  96%  majority  in  favour  of  tne  scheme  when  a  questionnaire  was 
distributed  but  it  failed  in  one  respect.  This  was  that  many  of  the  house 
occupiers  insisted  on  putting  the  full  sacks  out  to  the  kerbside  "so  as  to  help 
the  collectors". 

As  a  result  of  the  success  of  the  scheme  the  Council  decided  to  extend 
the  system  to  the  whole  of  the  District  in  the  next  financial  year  with  the 
proviso  that  the  collection  is  to  be  from  the  front  of  the  property. 

Trad ^  Refuse . 

The  success  of  the  cu.yd.  bulk  container  scheme  for  trade  refuse 
collection  continued  beyond  the  bounds  of  expectation.  The  "expected" 
saturation  point  has  been  passed  on  several  occasions  so  much  so  as  the  two 
men  and  vehicle  employed  on  this  round  now  have  37  hours  work  each  week.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  180  containers  in  use  at  65  premises.  At  one 
factory  alone  there  are  42  containers  which  have  to  be  emptied  daily. 
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Vehicles . 


The  following  vehicles  are  in  use  on  the  refuse  collection  service: 


lies 

Cubic 

Yards 

Cwts 

Acquired 

1  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  ’Pakamatic' 

50 

- 

14th  July,  1966 

1  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  * Pakamatic ’ 

50 

- 

23rd  March,  1968 

1  Bedford  Van 

- 

& 

9th  May,  1968 

1  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  ’Pakamatic’ 

50 

- 

14th  June,  1968 

1  B.100  Loading  Shovel 

- 

- 

April,  1967 

1  Dodge  Refuse  Vehicle 

8 

- 

Ibth  July,  1968 

1  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  ’Pakamatic’ 

35 

- 

24th  February,  1969 

1  Commer  ’Musketeer’ 

50 

_T 

31st  December.  1970 

1  Commer  'Binmaster* 

35 

1st  August,  1971 

1  Commer  Pick-Up  Truck 

- 

CO 

pH 

1st  August,  1971 

The  problem  of  vehicle  maintenance  and  prevention  of  breakdowns  continued 
to  such  an  extent  that  the  Council  had  to  hire  an  additional  vehicle  virtually 
for  the  last  5  months  of  the  year  and  proposals  were  submitted  to  have  a  long 
term  hire  vehicle  in  use  to  ccver  the  estimated  seven  months  downtime  for  H.G.V, 
Testing  and  Plating  for  next  year. 

The  costs  of  maintenance  soared  and  can  be  attributed  to  higher  labour  and 
spares  charges,  the  increased  age  of  the  vehicles  and  the  increased  amount  of 
work  that  they  do. 


Staff. 


's  previously  stated  the  establishment  of  the  Section  has  undergone  some 
changes  but  was  eventually  finalised  as  follows:- 

Staff 


As  previously  stated  the  establishment  of  the  Section  has  undergone  some 
changes  but  was  eventually  finalised  as  follows: 


U 

1 

9 

8 

1 

1 

"n 

1 

1 

1 

23 

The  attendance  record 
is  nil. 


Cleansing  Inspector 


Drivers  ) 
Loaders  ) 
Spare  Loader  ) 

Driver  ) 
Driver/Loader  ) 


Plant  Operator 
Street  Cleaner 


of  the  employees  is  quite 


Domestic  Collection 

Trade  Refuse  Collection 
Refuse  Disposal. 

outstanding.  Absenteeism 
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Refuse  Disposal. 

The  controlled  tip  at  Rhymes  Barn  Fairford  was  filled  by  the  middle 
of  the  year  and  disposal  was  undertaken  at  the  Shaw  Farm  tip  of  Swindon 
Corporation.  The  tip  operator  stayed  on  the  site  covering  down  -he  whole 
of  the  top  surface  with  soil  so  that  the  area  could  be  returned  to  agricultural 
use . 

Street  Cleaning. 

One  man  is  employed  cleaning  up  litter  from  the  main  shopping  areas, 
car  parks  etc.  in  the  District.  During  the  year  a  manual  fan  operated  vacuum 
cleaner  was  brought  into  operation  which  considerably  improved  the  operators 
working  conditions.  The  man  empties  all  litter  b_ns  at  least  once  a  weeK  and 
all  sacks  on  lay-bys  twice  a  week. 

A  proposal  to  extend  the  street  cleaning  service  to  the  rural  tillages 
was  not  carried  out  Decause  the  expected  income  from  the  Wiltshire  County  Council 
was  not  approved. 

General . 


The  increased  publicity  regarding  the  waste  disposal  service  that  the 
Council  offers  and  the  general  concern  for  the  environment  would  appear  to  be 
reducing  the  amount  of  dumping  of  rubbish  taking  place  in  the  countryside  but 
the  education  of  the  public  and  a  free  collection  service  by  all  Local 
Authorities  however  is  probably  the  only  permanent  solution. 
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SECTION  EIGHT 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928 


The  following  table  gives  the  total  quantities  of  petroleum  sy  "it, 
cellulose  and  calcium  carbide  stored  in  the  district,  together  with  the  number 
of  licences  issued. 


PETROLEUM  SPIRIT 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  private  users 
Number  of  licences  issued  to  filling  stations 

Total  quantity  licensed  for  private  users 

Total  quantity  licensed  for  filling  stations 
Total  quantity  licensed  .  .. 


66 


21 

gz 

43,010  gallons 


184,400 


The  number  of  petroleum  licences  issued  in  each  parish  are  as  shown 
detailed  overleafo 

CELLULOSE 

Number  of  licences  issued  . o .  ®.o  6 

These  licences  were  all  issued  to  private  users,  as  follows: - 
Blunsdon  (l)  .  •  ?  ...  100  gallons 

Stratton  (4)  .  ®o  ...  6,350  " 

Wanborough  (l)  .op  ».o  600 

Total  quantity  licensed 


7,050 


CALCIUM  CARBIDE 

Number  of  licences  issued  ..0  ... 

These  licences  were  all  issued  to  private  users,  as  follows; 
Chiseldon  (l)  ®«0  ... 

Stratton  (l)  Ooo  ot>0 

Total  quantity  licensed  ...  ... 

SPECIAL  BOILING  POINT  SOLVENT 

Number  of  licences  issued  ooo  ..o 

(Private  user,  Stratton  St.  Margaret) 

Total  quantity  licensed  .00  ... 


2,240  lbs, 


89,600  " 
91,840  " 


la000  gallons 
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NUMBER  OF  LICENCES  ISSUED 


30 


SECTION  NINE 


HOUSING 

1. 

2c 

3o 

4, 

5. 

6o 

7- 


H  0  U  S  I  N  G 


STATISTICS  FOR  1972 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 

at  the  end  of  the  year  • . 0  .  •» 

Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  district 

owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ... 

Number  of  temporary  dwellings  in  the  district 

owned  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ... 

Number  of  applicants  for  council  houses  at 

the  end  of  the  year  (live  list)  ...  ... 

Inspection  of  dwellings  during  the  year : 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  inspected  under  the 

Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  unfit  ... 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  ...  ... 

Action  under  statutory  powers 

A .  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10.  12  of  the 

Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 

of  formal  notices! 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

B .  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  formal  notices 

were  served  ...  . . « 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  a  result 

of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ... 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

C .  Proceedings  under  Section  16.  Housing  Act  1937 

(i)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ... 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result 

of  demolition  orders  ...  ... 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  to  make  fit, 

or  not  to  re-let  ...  ... 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  a  result  of 

undertakings  ...  ... 


15,871 

2,600 

Nil 

664 


1,245 

6 

4 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


1 

1 


Nil 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  19?2 


7.  Cont ' d . 


Do  Proceedings  under  Sections  42,  43,  46,  48  -  Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  clearance  areas 

upon  which  demolition  orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  demolished  as  a  result  . ..  Nil 

of  demolition  orders 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  in  clearance  areas 

which  have  been  retained  as  temporary- 

accommodation  .  .  .  OOO  Nil 


E.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17»  18,  27  -  Housing  Act  1957  and 

Section  26,  Housing  Act  1961 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  closing  orders 

were  made  . • •  • o •  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a  result  of 

closing  orders  or  undertakings  by  owners  ...  2 


F .  Proceedings  under  Section  76  -  Housing  Act  1957 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  end 

of  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 

during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated 

during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 
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STANDARD  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  COMPLETED  FROM  1961  -1Q7 2 . 


Year 

Number  of 

grants 

Amount  of 
grant  paid 

£ 

1961 

34 

2,778 

1962 

61 

5,661 

1963 

33 

3,940 

1964 

58 

7,175 

1965 

60 

4,235 

1966 

29 

4,048 

1967 

33 

4,933 

1968 

38 

7,040 

1969 

33 

6,069 

1970 

28 

4,775 

1971 

27 

5,589 

1972 

23 

3,908 

457 

60,151 

DISCRETIONARY  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


Number  of  discretionary  improvement  grants 

completed  during  1972  ...  ...  35 


Total  value  of  discretionary  improvement 

grants  paid  during  1972  . .  £19,183 


This  brings  the  total  number  of  discretionary  improvement 
grants  completed  from  1949  to  1972  to  373,  and  the  total  value 
of  grants  paid  during  that  period  to  £123,529* 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS,  1936/57 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1972 s 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made 
Number  of  closing  orders  made 
Number  of  undertakings  accepted 

Number  of  houses  demolished 

Number  of  closing  orders  lifted 

Number  of  undertakings  cleared 

Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked 

Number  of  closing  orders  replaced  by 
demolition  orders 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

Number  rendered  uninhabitable  and  adapted 
for  use  as  stores 


0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

at 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

4 


FROM  1945  --  1972; 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made 
Number  of  closing  orders  made 
Number  of  undertakings  accepted 


Number  of  houses  demolished 

Number  of  closing  orders  lifted 

Number  of  undertakings  cleared 

Number  of  demolition  orders  revoked 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

Number  rendered  uninhabitable  and  adapted 
for  use  as  stores 


•  •  • 


192 

27 

112 

331 

228 

9 

82 

4 

4 

9 

336 
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